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On May 15, the national teachers' union declared an indefinite strike in an attempt to free
imprisoned teachers, and to pressure the Congress into approving legislation on retirement and
benefits for public school educators. The law has been debated in the congress, but not yet approved
due to the lack of the necessary quorum to bring it to a vote. Education Ministry sources reported
partial adherence to the strike in Lima, while union spokespersons said 80% of teachers nationwide
had walked off the job. Employees of the Peruvian Social Security Institute also announced plans
for an indefinite strike to obtain a wage increase. On May 16, copper prices were on the upswing on
the London Metal Exchange, after news that the Southern Peru Copper Corporation workers are on
strike at three of the company's plants beginning on May 14. Workers at the Cuajone and Toquepala
mines and the Ilo smelter are demanding higher wages to compensate for spiralling inflation. As of
Wednesday this week, an estimated 400,000 public sector employees had initiated indefinite strikes.
(Basic data from Notimex, 05/15/90; AFP, 05/16/90)
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